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Preface
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One of the most important goals in the PERSIAN Cohort is the empowerment of medical universities throughout
Iran to perform high quality clinical research, while enhancing the health of populations. Creating collaborations
between universities, both national and internationally is another goal in order to improve research capabilities.
One of the important outputs of any study is presentation of the results in international communities and
publication in prestigious scientific journals. For this reason, this document has been developed to encourage and
guide scientists towards using the PERSIAN Cohort data, while providing rules to ensure consistent and uniform

publications.
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Local Principal Investigator
(LPI)
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Central Principal Investigator
(CPI)
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Single-Center Study

Proposals
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Multi-Center Study Proposals
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Principal Investigator (PI)
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Technical Reviewer
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Term Definitions
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The principal investigator at each Medical University, chosen by the Ministry
of Health (MOH), who is responsible for the execution of the study at the
affiliated cohort center.
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The principal investigator chosen by the Ministry of Health, who is responsible

for execution of the study throughout the country.
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Studies in which data from only one cohort center is used.
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Studies in which data from more than one cohort center is used.
Dgds a ool 35 0 SOl s Sledbl 1 T 58S Sle 2k
The principal investigator of the proposed study, requesting to use PERSIAN
data/samples.
A o bl O s (sl diges | Sledbl 5l oslawl g 1) 095 Jl3909 45 (50,3
Local or centrally appointed technicians required to check every publication

for adherence to guidelines outlined in this document, prior to publication.
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Local Scientific Committee
(LSC)
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Central Scientific Steering
Committee (CSSC)
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Committee including principal investigators, deputy of research, head of the
research center carrying out the cohort study at each Medical University as
well as 2-3 other faculty members chosen by the LPI, who are responsible for
the evaluation of single-center study proposals and approval of all affiliated

publications
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Committee including four PERSIAN Cohort LPI and four CPI responsible for

the evaluation of multi-center study proposals and approval of all affiliated

publications, among other duties. The LPI in CSSC are selected every 2 years
by other LPI.
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Part I: Data Access and Procedures

SleMb! 4y ow piawsd dig T y8 1) ik

All data is stored in a centralized server accessible by the CSSC. LPI at each university also has access to data
from his/her affiliated cohort center. Researchers requesting PERSIAN Cohort data/samples, can gain access to
the data in one of two ways depending on the type of proposal—single-center study proposals and multi-center

study proposals—as described below.
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Single-Center Study Proposals: iy ST sz b

Data from each cohort site is the intellectual property of the affiliated Medical University and the LSC must
decide about its use. Each university can analyze and publish its own data without any restrictions.
° 6)-35 (ouadl Q—‘ )90 4O u’;:)s.e‘f Gmliw‘é (R 56419 6‘)9-:’ 9 3L P Sy ‘_gLa: oKasls 0dgs p wl&asls JL.s Sl S P2 S
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= Note 1: All proposals must be submitted on the PERSIAN Cohort Access Portal and complete the standard

review processes for a single-center study.
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= Note 2: If universities are approached by other national or international institutions for data/sample use, they

must first make certain that the proposal is actually a single center study and that investigators are not

approaching other PERSIAN cohort sites with the same proposal separately. If data from more than one cohort
site is needed for a study, the proposal will not be considered a single-center study proposal anymore and
must be submitted as a multi-center study proposal to the CSSC.
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Steps in Submission and Review of single-center study proposals SF 0 S sl g yb 55505 9 Syl S po

Pre-proposals must be submitted on the PERSIAN Cohort Access Portal: www.c.ddrc.ac.ir/persianaccess/. All
single-center study proposals submitted, will be sent directly to the corresponding LPI, for evaluation by the LSC.
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1. Each pre-proposal will be evaluated by the LSC based on standard criteria to reach one of the following
decisions:
o Rejection of pre-proposal
o Acceptance for full-proposal review
il oo bd g0 90 4 0 lailinl sl lire 5l ooliiwl b 08 alKiils cimgh (sode slygd bawgi 60 puods )
Sl 7,k iy s, O
FoU isan Joyl <o Sy O
If accepted:
2. Proposal submission
o Full proposal forms must be completed and submitted on the access portal for scientific evaluation
by reviewers.
o Study PI must indicate adherence to authorship rules set by the PERSIAN Cohort.
o The final decision about the study proposal will be made by LSC based on reviewer comments in

one of the following ways:

v Rejection of study proposal
v Revisions to the study proposal
v Acceptance of the study proposal
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Once/If accepted:
3. Material Transfer Agreement/Data Transfer Agreement completion
Oy D)o 5o
(MTA/DTAT) wiges [oleMbl Jal acb 38l JooSs X
4.  Data/Sample release
o Data and samples released are only limited for use in the proposed project. Unless otherwise
authorized by CSSC, no third party should gain access to the data/samples.
Cyan T 5 45l 3 50 diged [l o5 )la8Ty L F
6 b 6l wls g 09d o Sgamme canl oa 48,5 L5 10 )] (6l 45 Ggas b b by diges g by ools jl soliul O
Al b pdy oKl Gl ased Ly b diged g b ools 4 oliiws bl cpl 5008 )13 ool 5,50 00
5.  Study execution and progress report submission
o Progress reports must be submitted through the access portal, at the times indicated by
investigators, in the study’s Gantt chart
S Syge yd St 1S Jlul s Slides b ol 0

abed Jlo)l JUsg Gaybo 51 <l ooz (bl 2 1) 2ok S8ty (3155 Sl (o0 Cpae Sl )b 62 O
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6. Review/approval of all publications by the LSC and technical reviewers prior to journal submission
o Publications will be reviewed to ensure agreement with the study proposals goals and objectives,
and adherence to guidelines set in MTA/DTA and authorship rules
OMxe sl Loyl 5l G (S5 S5 550wl 9 D)5 R sieoh (ole slipd ln lae Lol
DTA § MTA. Soiiss olsd 5l sopm crmizmed g Jlygon 40 00,53 Slaal sl 51 b ais Ko (owyp @Ylio 4l ©
23,5 Jol> ool

7. Publication in scientific journals
e lxe gl Wllie Jlo)l Y
8.  Return of cleaned data or any new indexes/variables created through the project to the PERSIAN Cohort
data server (after publication).

o Any new variables/indexes developed in a study must be returned to the PERSIAN Cohort to be
added in the centralized server for others’ use. This will only occur once the developers have
published their findings. Any use of the indexes/variables must reference the original publications.

O SRS S35 0 sar 4 dax Slo ke 5 oud (3LaSh Sledlbl puls S5k A
(5d o 5 ol 4y gas 5b 50 a8) ool iy yai Gloj o5l S 5o b 0 (oo xSl ST (e 40 45 Saz glapaie ©
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= Note 3: While developing new indexes/variables is encouraged when necessary, researchers cannot re-create
the same index/variable that is already available in the PERSIAN Cohort data dictionary and must use what
has already been created. This will help keeping the values/definitions of variables consistent in various
studies.

el )5 J1E g0 50 g 0ad ABle (635 0 o awgd Sl paiz (Yl I Jol SleMbl ( SuSTy 5l 6T sl cuz Y azgi E
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= Note 4: No data will be released without formal proposal submission in the access portal and completion of

steps outlined above.
Sk o8y Ol piore 4 SLOILI WLl 398 Jolie 005 by ooy Jligtan g ke :F 4yl
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= Note 5: There will be no exceptions for completion of the aforementioned steps. Even LP1 must also submit

a proposal and complete the review processes to use the cohort data/samples.
5 oo ohslie (Rl Gl yze 5l So e by Slinion )b slerig 9 )W 3529 398 S0 JooSS sl plitul $9Somn 10 azgd B

355 15 byl 3550 Ggd Ul oebl g il olRils o ode ol (L5l (slael Koo

= Note 6: In the abstract, keywords and methods section (in the main body) of all single-center study
publications, reference to the origin of the data/samples must be made by mentioning the full study name
“Prospective Epidemiological Research Studies in IrAN — PERSIAN Cohort.” Prior to publications, a
technical reviewer must approve adherence to this note.

OystS Sl el Gl ook 48,5 4 i o 612l Shg) 0 9 SlS OlelS iS5 el (oo k55 0 ST SVlie o iF Azl B

olasl 5l e 043 o Lzl Prospective Epidemiological Research Studies in IFAN (PERSIAN) s ol ,S3 b ooy

8,5 iy 398 S,lge Cule, Cu 35 0 o (teChnical reviewer) Sass 59,0 awgs aub oYl als

= Note 7: The decision about authorship and the order of authors is to be made by the Pl of the proposed study.

L (oo pan ik 62 0 Qs ol a5 Sl 655 el Y Az gi B
Multi-Center Study Proposals: S o iz b 7 yb

If a study requires data from more than one cohort center, the proposal must be submitted to the CSSC for
evaluation though the same steps mentioned for single-center study proposals. The final decision on any multi-

center study proposal will be made by the CSSC, but with the notification to the LPI.
Jboyl &,085 635 0 (s sole Slhed sl p (Slhdod o 7yl b cdl atils 5L 55 10 SO 5l i Sledlbl a4 Slidod )b a5 g0 )0
G5 0 Ry e sole Sligd onges 4 (535 0 iz UMbl (5155 9550 55 (615 preeal D pdy D jpe aineS (ol awgd 358 Jolre 4dS 5 00t

555 o0 Oygo BRI 5 me BT L adl aS wil o &y50S

= Note 8: All proposals must be submitted on the PERSIAN Cohort Access Portal to complete standard

reviewing as outlined above.
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Note 9: In order to increase collaboration of researchers at the Medical Universities affiliated with cohort
studies, CSSC is required to link 1-2 individuals from each participating cohort center to the proposed study
Pl. These individuals will be chosen with assistance from LPI and based on past experiences in the study
topic. They will be in direct contact with the PI, assisting in ways dictated by the PI. Upon completion of the
study, the names of these individuals is also to be included in all publications, given that they have made their

required contribution, and met the Authorship Rules outlined in Part Il of this document.

2Bl (oo Bbge D)0S S35 0 BBeR (oode Shed (535 e Wiz sl b 0 D) g le ol (5 Sen il cux A Az
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Note 10: In addition to what is mentioned in Note 5 of this document, the phrase “The PERSIAN Cohort”
must also be used in the beginning or at the end of the title in all multi-center study publications. A technical

reviewer from the CSSC must check adherence to these notes before approval for publication is given by the

CSSC.
o 50 Cpizmed 04 o)Lzl The PERSIAN Cohort 4 o35 50 aix sla b oVl gylgie bl b losl jo canl o :Ve azgd
Prospective o5 b ;55 L (ndip &S 5l ook ood a5 a4 @lis o gli2l Ghey e 9 guelS SlalS oSy
S5 5 950 Jawgi b SYlie adS (Lasl ) i 08,5 o Ll Epidemiological Research Studies in IrAN (PERSIAN)

8,5 oy B98 3,lge Cule, Cu 635 e o (t€Chnical reviewer)

= Note 11: In multi-center study publications, mentioning the names of cohort centers from which data is

analyzed and presented is mandatory.

g2 waly> (6900 Sl (oine Sbo (lyie 4 55505 ST ol 55 (535 10 vz slo ik o Nazgd
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= Note 12: Student Thesis Proposals: If data/samples are requested as part of a student thesis, proposal
submission will be the responsibility of the supervisor, who will be held responsible for the protection of
data/samples and publication of results even if the student graduates or does not finish the project. If the study
findings are not published within 6 months of the proposed finish date, it will results in the following
consequences: 1) the research topic will be considered available if a similar proposal is received and 2) the

supervisor will no longer be eligible to request PERSIAN Cohort data/samples.

s2an ol (ommisls asl L/ (Slisdos )b G sl (Sals® )s sl aigeilosls 4S5 50 ;01 2 gomiils (Ui glo b I axgi ®
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Part I1: Authorship Rules

(S W 5 (ilgd Y iy

The authorship rules of the PERSIAN Cohort comply with the International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors (ICMJE)’s Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in
Medical Journals. Based on these recommendations, an individuals must meet the following four criteria to be

considered an author:

International Committee of 5le8 5l ais 3 0 a5 _amgh 6T Lacsl jo B 6,548 slosal, Golol 1 ooy & ,908 (Sdimngs (yuslod
sob sty py byt le> a5 sgius gmone Alie S stz (68,8 (wlsd ol Bab ol oo op9as il Medical Journal Editors”
Lls a8 col pol ol oaims ojlis a5 o s 025" b "ol LT (o a5 st Slo dcgeme ) )10 50 5 o slo boyi . ail s yloy o2
WS (o a5t o5 5l 025" 5 jle oz b S ol lebopd orn alS o ColiS g0 b o sleb b Jya cuz Wil IS e o0

Wb Ll pley o Sjgo ]y ez g an 590 9 S byd e e b dlie snin g

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation
of data for the work; AND

9 s 00l puds g )..JLT L b osls ‘5)91 o> b alas u’"‘)‘b L B9y o) &l yo =y BB Jie o) en wbio,s )

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND
Do sole slgize Llod 5l e a5 gl 468 s iS5, S0 o wilolis jg,0 9 (Guoib o b g Aligh Caws adgl aeud (yidg o wbos Y
il 5 gale a2 Lol 1) AblE 5550 gl p3Y (sele Cumdlo oS wigdie byl opl axly ool B cunl ol 05l JolSS 5 s

9l Ao 095 5,51 M

3. Final approval of the version to be published; AND

gl 03,5 0wl 1y o] g addllae o Lacl 5l L3 1) aties cows ol adeas Wb 3,8 Y
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4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.

w5 &y wilszy 4 gl @S Ay e i |, allie Ll g bl ol o S bisel § oleyd wiabligs ylg pas Lkl 40 ] colais!
ceole glas Jaitial Cole, b1y LI 68lsS Uolpe 055 b aul 0,8 omo gealy o] lidigi 5 iyl (glyioes Como 3,50 55 oo ks sledli
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As encouraged by the ICMJE “all individuals who meet the first criterion should have the opportunity to
participate in the review, drafting, and final approval of the manuscript.” Therefore, in order to increase
collaboration of researchers at the Medical Universities affiliated with cohort studies, who meet criteria 1, it is
the policy of the PERSIAN Cohort to link 1-2 individuals from each participating cohort center to the proposed
study PI based on past experiences in the study topic. They will be in direct contact with the PI, and assisting in
ways dictated by the P1. Upon completion of the study, the names of these individuals is also to be included in all
publications, given that they have made their required contribution, and meet the remaining criteria mentioned
above.

il axslo ) Yl oles aul g 908 (6, 555b ,0 5 e oo b Cannl (oo aril o Lls 1y Jgl by a5 g0l 31 ads ICMIE aogs 5o
b crbie aBl (oo ibse &)0eS 350 sBR95 sole Shed (35 0 iz e b o Oy sas Gl Sl ) See 5l S 1
ook aslllae gl (o ol lsled (a0 Cgan ik (6o ) (AELEIS (650 (Sinlon b 5565 35 50 5l 185 1Y cogan ik £9d9e
G 50 a5 (S iy Gl Caley a4 by i aiS oo S Lk linl b g 25k (5o S5 bl g il (oo BLS T )0 (b yoee L eeiitns
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= Note 13: Omitting the names of individuals who meet all 4 criteria from the author list is prohibited.

ol Egion B gl Cencd Jlasib s 1) dlde Sain g alF e Laylpd a5 ool 8L 0,8 o Bi> VW 4z =

= Note 14: Adding the names of individuals who do not meet all 4 criteria to the author list is prohibited.

sl Egian i g8 G o s Lo 1) Sasn g &8 oz Laylil a8 g0l 810 0,3 oL o S adlol NF asgs @
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= Note 15: Ensuring names that meet the authorship criteria are not omitted, or that names are not added that

do not meet the criteria is the moral responsibility of all authors in the author list.
l;. l.’ 9 OJ.A—‘ :LILQA ulfdmy o).a)' ).) uL..woLv ‘;My 6[@ ‘Ia).u.v dod u.....u‘.) L)B“» 45 L.S‘)‘Js‘ ‘bl.u ;Q @}Q} 9 L_é)l?‘ u...lﬁ.f.m.o :‘a 4?.9). u

J....:Lv ° s ulfdwy dod la Cowl 00y B> ulfd...w.ug.: w....l )‘ ul...wol.u ;M}' le.ﬁb Jo).w u.....ulo S929

= Note 16: Mere inclusion in the PI’s research team does not entitle an individual to authorship.

B0 g WS G b didiloe sauie glacl gl)ls a5 Cgas )b Lidgh b v )50 40 (Sl Lyl ogr Lo 4y a1V angs  ®
a1 S e sbml ) Gog ednmsi sl a3 llyd Cgae )b JSes (lyie 4 0,3 6l 3925 b g caae gib (hagh 09,50 Cagas
o3 sl 055 b Cigmo £y img i b 3550 o b1y 055 6 fKen S i a5ls |y e by 55 ke sl lens a5 50l s
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= Note 17: Performing activities such as providing financial support or consultation (statistical or scientific),
allowing use of laboratory facilities or running lab tests, referral of individuals to take part in the study, etc.

will not suffice as being an author even if no payment has been received for the services given.
Sloml olids (29 9 55l 0 jslive oz 5l gabaio (glo 0 jslis &S]l chpghy azog (ol 5 agd wile (5,50] 50 (5,00 B0 WY Azgi W
olSiess 4 phlon (B 5 ezl 5 hgh sl wised b Ghlen 4 bgrye Slisloj] plil o alRilejl S oyl J18 sl o
= 9,5 sl sbnl ) (aagh Collad l mie s (o s Condd )3 0aias ploxil 6 750 Gl (S Lauld (g 5o S0 sl

sl 00,55 18l 40 5553 Cwas &l gl ol aas 3l 5> ol 3l S

Note 18: All individuals who have been involved in the study in any way who do not meet all 4 criteria must
be mentioned in the “acknowledgement section.”
oY byt ez 5 aen s ol 4Bl 5, K0n Lidgh 5 B Jole plo b idisi dyzl o >hb wulos j0 a5 goll alds 5l A angs ®

09 (6Kl allis” i g pad Mewnd o wb wailass Ll 1, S M 5 S

= Note 19: In all acknowledgement sections of studies using PERSIAN Cohort data (single- or multi-centered),
the following sentence regarding the PERSIAN Cohort funding must be included:
“The Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education has contributed to the funding used in the PERSIAN
Cohort through Grant no. 700/534.”

Page 15



PERSIAN Cohort Data Access and Authorship Rules
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B9 oyl b alex SO as,0 S o 7,k B o ol Soy U‘L”J 9 oloyo
The Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education has contributed to the funding used in the PERSIAN
Cohort through Grant no 700/534.

= Note 20: The decision on who shall be the first and corresponding authors should be agreed upon by

researchers involved in the study and from those with the greatest contribution to the research conducted.
&S cwl goly8l ay bgs o o olla (] Bacld g 00,50 (ptd Cgan )b )0 1550 ) Ken 33155 olul 5 Jotuo g Jol odisgi Ve i ®

= Note 21: Determining the order of authors is the responsibility of the study PI.

A5 et a8 5 Cgan b (6, Lt (B o s i 090 50 pread VY Az gd

= Note 22: If the study is a student thesis, the student must be the first author and academic supervisor(s) as

corresponding author(s).
o b olinl g 05l )53 gl sdius i (ylgie 4y gl pb aS cnl o3 call JSemmiils asl LL Ojg0 4 5 4S5 aS Jyg0 ;0 YV angd @

S8 )18 Jotue cdiun gl oSSl 0 Lesaly aslal 5l

= Note 23: Depending on journal policies, more than one person can be first and/or corresponding authors.

O).»j )|)5 Jﬁ‘ La J?—‘u&uﬁ o\.\.».m.ly olf;l} o ]D.: ~.\.».‘> rbl.a .\J‘y <? 4.1.7:4 u.:.]}».o.o wl.w‘ » :YY‘ 4’.93 -
= Note 24: Inclusion of anyone’s name and affiliation must be done after his/her approval.

93,5 S iyl pb 55 05l Cengly oo Loz alis 1 Slojlo b 0,5 52 pli S5 &ygo s YF dzgi W

The abovementioned guidelines must be met in all publications using PERSIAN Cohort data/samples, including

but not limited to: abstracts, scientific articles, posters, presentations, etc.

Aol oo sl S b s clin 0a S 5l el OLo 1S adST gl s ] j0 eals S 5ga> 4 LS Cole
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